Similarities & Differences
 of RUHS and BBS Cuxhaven
In our time in Randolph, Vermont, we got a lot of impressions and gained many experiences, especially in the Randolph Union High School. There a few similarities about the American and our school in Germany. Some of these similarities are in consideration of English lessons the similar literature for example The Great Gatsby or Death of a salesman. Both schools use the technical equipment of whiteboards or for the students an area as self learning centre with PCs and books. In addition to that there is also an extensive exchange program offer and the Americans have to learn French and Spanish as a foreign language, too. Furthermore they have a class teacher as an advisor, a flexible walk to restrooms and drinking during lessons, selfmade decoration on walls and finally the school is divided into a professional and full-time school. You see, we are not very different... false!
There are so many differences, that we were absolutely confused of that school system.
First it is important to say that the RUHS is  smaller  with 400 students than our school with over 2000 students. In connection to that it is to say that they also have  smaller classes with max. 15 students per class. So there is a  closer and more relaxed relationship between teachers and students and everybody knows everybody. For a lot of German students it is interesting to know that the Americans are allowed to eat during the lesson. We had the feeling, that the lessons don't have  an organized structure, so less structure. The schedule system is also very different to our system. We have times like 9:40 or 11:25. They are very exact with times like 10:23 or 11:49. But we never heard a school bell or something like that. They know it when the lesson starts or ends. Interesting to say is also that although the students are allowed to eat, the students are very calm and listen to the teacher very attentively. In our school we often have the same room for many subjects, for example math in the same room like for English. They have for every subject another room and all are very different and special for the subject. Subject is a wonderful key word for the next sentence. They have so many types of subjects from health, over graphic design, to film production. It was like a dream for creative persons. To the equipment it is to say that Apple sponsored a lot of computers and laptops for the school. In addition to that they have in every class room a telephone and a sharpener. What is very popular for American schools is the lunchtime or rather the cafeteria with daily food offers. Next to the daily offer, for example wraps, corn dogs or chilli, everyday there are pizza, hamburger/cheeseburger and a salad bar. In the floors the waterfountain were very useful if you don't like the soft drinks at the cafeteria. During the lessons we got to know a lesson for self-learning, the group orientation (cool kids – geeks) and very noticable was the extensive school offer and to that the school sport teams.
Every school day ends anytime, but for the RUHS students everyday at the same time at 2:30 pm or if they have extracurricular activities like sports also longer than 5 pm. Very famous are the American yellow school busses with the specific busconnection, so they drive to every housing area of the students. We only have public busconnections and the students don't need to pay for it.
To sum up is to say that there are a few similarities, but lot of differences. Because of that it was sometimes an interesting, exciting but also a confusing experience.
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